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Our theme for the 2BNRMERA Annual Conferenc&esponding to Changes in the

Educational Landscape: Policy, Pedagogy, and Research, can be broadly interpretedVe wish
to promote interdisciplinarydiscussion that links policy ®ducaional practice, espedi in an
era of educational accountability. The goal of the 2008 conferstmexplore thenutual
relationshig betweernpolicy and practiceand to address ways thhasearch can inform these
relationships.We encourage proposals tlaaidress @w ways to undersnd policy and practice
from a variety of perspectives and from the vgatpoint of different interpt&ze communities.
It is our hope that these discussions and policy suggestions will inform regtutational
policy decisions and creagestronger working relationship between states and univer3ities.
three strands that contribute to the overall theme are described below:

Policy: We welcome proposals that provide new ways to integrate teaeparation,
in-service devalpment, anédua@tionalaccountability.In particular, issues related to
preparingculturally responsive teachers and helping to promote teacher assessment
literacy are encouragedhe Friday luncheowill feature the current superintint of
education for Nevada,DKeith Rheaultaswell astwo former superintedents, Dt Jack
McLaughlin (currently the superintendent for Stockton CA) and Dr. NRatgrsen
(currently aschool improvement consultant for tBeuthwest Comprehensive Cerfer
West Ed.).This panel willdiscuss past and current educational policy for Nevada and
surrounding states.

Pedagogy: We encourage proposals that examinecthrnection between pedagoayd
underserved student populations such as exceptional chjlgiéed and talented
studentsand English Language learnersNe also encourage proposals that outline
research agendas for innovativedagogiesor that explore alternative pedagogical
perspectives

Research: All forms of quantitative, qualitative, and evaluatigsearch areelcone.

The 2008 keynote addresdll be delivered by Dr. Burke Johnson, associate editor of the



Journal of Mixed Methods Research. \Weespeciallyinvite proposals that use mixed
methods to explore polidgsuespedagogyer the interconnectiondetween them

As an organization that prides itself on providing a supportive environment for graduate
studentsas well asnore experienced membeMRMERA strives to provide a setting where one
can present research, receive feedback, and learn from colleagescourage and invite
graduate students, teacher educators, state and local administratprghlandnd private
educatorgo become involved in the multlisciplinary conversations that are envisioned around
the theme oResponding to Changes as you mak@reparéions to join us at Lake Tahdkis fall.

Introduction

The 208 NRMERA Annual Conferenceoffers a unique forum to exchange your ideas,
researchand concerns with other members of the organization. The submission of a pioposal
the first stepn taking advantage of such an opportunity. However, submitting a proposal
involves a commitment to complete the promised work in a timely manner and to attend the
Annual ConferencePlease do not submit proposals for papers or other sessions unless you
fully expect to attend the Conference if your proposal is accepted. Should you be unable to
attend theConferenceit is your responsibility to ensure that someone else can assume your role
in a session.

The Program Chairs solicit your ideas and proposalstfeer types of sessions not
explicitly listed in the Call. They also welcome suggestions for ingpezhkers and symposium
topics.Feel free to contact them bynaail (Lori Olafson lori.olafson@unlv.edwr Gregg
Schraw gschraw@unlv.nevada.edu

Participation: To encourage broader participation in the conferencdeyiduals will be
permitted no more than two scheduled fasthored presentations at the 2RMERA
ConferenceThere is, however, no restriction on the number of works for which an individual
member may be listed as a contributing autAat. presenters are required to register for the
conference.

Types of Presentations

Paper Sessions: These assions are intended for reporting research results or analyzing issues of
policy and practiceProposal submissions should include the following secti@)purpose of

the study (b) review of relevant literaturéc) research design amdethods; (d) reultsand/or
conclusionsand (e)a discussion of theducational importance of the stuéyesenters are

expected to provide extended abstract8 (fages describing the study) or full papers as

handouts for the audiend@aper sessions generdtligvetwo to threepresentersvho are each

allotted approximately 220 minutesto present their studyA session chair/moderatwiill be

assigned to facilitate the session.

Learn at Lunch Roundtable: These sessions are particularly conducivenéawv presentersral
graduate students to allayveaterinteraction by eliminating the formal presentation. Individual
presenters are assigned tables in a large meeting room where interested persons may gather for
OLearn at LunchO discussiwith the presenter about hisleer paper or projecRroposal

submissions should include the following sectiqagpurpose of the stugyb) review of



relevant literaturg(c) research design amdethods; (d) resul@nd/or conclusionsand (e)a
discussion of theducational importace of the studyPresenters are expected to provide
extended abstracts-@pages describing the study) or full papers as handouts and to remain
available for disussion throughout the sessi&®oundtables will be held in conjunction with
lunch on Thursdaof the Conference.

Coordinated Sessions: These sessions includay of a number of different types of sessions
where a proposal for a completely organized session is submitted as a unit, inglodidgrator
and allpresenters. Coordinated Session¥ig® an opportunity to present specific challenges or
topics from a variety of perspectivés present complex topics that require a number of papers
to describe the full scope of the issoeto present a new method in a workshopordinated
Sessionsre usually 1! to 2hours in length anthay include (a) symposia, (b) related papers,

(c) debates, (dvorkshopsor other innovative formats that provide extensive information about
challenging issue®Brief descriptions oéach session type are provideste.

Symposia: A series of papers that present alternative views, solutions, or interpretations for a
topic or issue of broad scope and major importance. Symposium proposals should make clear
the alternative viewpoints that will be presented in the sessio

Related Papers: A session with related papers provides a more extended analysis or
discussion of a topic than can be provided in a single paper presentation. Related papers
should either build on one another or cover different aspects of a singlertogsae.

Debates: A formal debate on a significant issue currently facing the fietlatation The
debaters must hold opposing viewpoints on the issue. The submitter will serve as moderator
for a controlled, but frank, debate between the two debatdra/igh the audience. The

proposal must describe the issue to be debated and the views of the participants.

Workshops: Workshops are sessions where learning by doing occupies most of the session;
didactic presentations are brief. They are intended tdiéaipe participants with some

aspect of research or teaching practice, so that questioning and discussion are predominant.
Such sessions wille allotted sparingly

The organizer of a Coordinated Session should select a topic or issue of broad scogerand m
importance that merits an extended presentation. The proposal for this type of session should
indicate how the interaction between the presenters will be structured. Coordinated Sessions are
not to be used for collections of papers that happen to blgecsame general topic. There must

be a common theme and an organizing structure for the session.

Submitting Proposals: Proposals and papers should be prepared usimytiization Manual

of the American Psychological Association: Fifth Edition (APA, 2001)and emailed to the
Program Cechair listed belowPlease usproposal cover sheatvailableon NRMERAOsveb

site www.NRMERA.org. Note that theover sheelimits thenumber of words (characters and
spaces) tte enteredPlease lbeck your entries carefully ensure that your complete text
appeas. Microsoft Word is the prefeed format (Mac or PC versions are acceptalftejures
must be submitted as GIF or JPG imad¥sase contact the Program Chairs witi questions

Each proposal must include the following:



o Cover Sheet: Identifying information for presenters (i.e. names, affiliations)
should appear only on the cover sh&stludea short abstract of approximately
25 wordsthatwill be used to describgour paperin the Annual Conference
Program.
o Topical Strand/Keywords: To assist the Program Chairs in organizing sessions, please
identify one (1)Topical Strand and three (3) Keywords that best characterize your study.
o Topical Strands aredescriptos that represera broader dmain of interest (e.qg.,
Teacher Education, Instructional Technology, Research Design and
Methodology).
o Keywords are the specific descriptors that characterize your research (e.g., ELL
instruction, mentoring, accountability, classm assessment).
o Proposal: Submissions should be2pagegsinglespacedpand include the
following sections(a) purpose of the stuglyb) review of relevant literaturéc)
research design amdethods; (d) resultsnd/or conclusionsand (e)a discussin
of theedu@tional importance of the studgoordinated Session proposals should
include information relevant to their respective type. Author identifying
information (i.e. names and affiliations) should not appear on the proposal.

The Cover Sheet, Topical Strand/Keywords, and Proposal should be sent via e-mail to Dr.
Lori Olafson (lori.olafson@unlv.edu) by Friday June 5, 2008 for consideration.

Review of Proposals: The 208 Program staff NRMERA Executive Board members, and
interested members witonduct a blind review of all submitted proposals. Individuals interested
in being areviewer should conta¢tori Olafsor lori.olafson@unlv.edwr GreggSchraw
gschraw@unlv.nevada.edoy May 2 2008. Please include-2 three areas of interest/expertise.

Evaluation Criteria: Proposals will be revieweaking the following criteria:
* RelevanceaandTimeliness
* Purpose an&ationale
* Reviewof Relevant Literature
* Researctbesign and Methodology
* DataAnalyses
* Results an€Conclusions
* Educational Significance

Tentative Conference Schedule

Time Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
8:30 - 9:15 OpeningSession & | Business Meetiné Board
Keynote Speaker | StateCaucus Meeting
9:30 —12:15 Paper Sessions Paper Sessions
Symposia Symposia
Workshops Workshops
12:30 — 1:45 Learn at Lunch Hot TopicLunch
Roundtables Discussions




2:00 —4:45 Paper Sessions Paper Sessions
Symposia Symposia
Workshops Workshops
5:00 - 6:00 Board
Meeting
6:00 —9:00 PresidentOs Closing Banquet

Reception




