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About NRMERA 
 
Mission  
NRMERA is an educational organization whose purpose is to encourage quality educational 
research and to promote the application of the results of such research in public schools. It 
provides a responsive forum that promotes a trusting atmosphere in which graduate students 
and public school personnel have the opportunity to conduct and disseminate research. The 
organization facilitates an effective communication network among the regional member states 
relative to sharing educational research.  
 
Historical Review  
NRMERA was established in 1982 to serve as a vehicle for dissemination of research conducted 
by faculty and graduate students of colleges and universities in the northern Rocky Mountain 
geographic area. Faculty of the University of Wyoming conceived the idea of an organization 
that would provide this type of dissemination in a supportive and collegial environment. After 
contacting individuals from institutions in the constituent states, Wyoming hosted the first 
organizational conference in Jackson, Wyoming.  
 
From this early beginning, the organization has grown to over 150 members from the 
constituent states as well as across the United States. In 1986, NRMERA became an area SIG 
(Special Interest Group) of AERA (American Educational Research Association). In October 1994, 
the Constitution and Bylaws were approved by the constituent states.  
Every fall, NRMERA holds its annual conference. The conference rotates between the 
constituent states.  
 
Objectives  
The objectives of this association shall be:  

• To establish a responsive forum for conducting educational research in the northern  
Rocky Mountain region of the United States as well as other regions with similar rural  
and/or remote challenges to conducting educational research.  

• To promote a trusting atmosphere where graduate students have the opportunity to  
conduct and disseminate educational research  

• To promote a trusting atmosphere where public school personnel have the opportunity  
to conduct and disseminate educational research.  

• To provide for the equal and collegial interaction of educational researchers among  
themselves and other interested professionals without regard to formal educational  
recognition, or attained, rank, title, or any accomplishment.  

• To establish an effective communication system for the dissemination of educational  
research activity and opportunity in the northern Rocky Mountain region.  

• To facilitate effective communication among the Rocky Mountain region.  
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Message from the President 
 
Dear NRMERA Colleagues and Friends, 
 

On behalf of the Executive Board of the Northern Rocky Mountain Educational Research Association 
(NRMERA), welcome to the 36th annual conference in beautiful Salt Lake City, Utah! I am excited for 
the conference, and I expect it to be a great one because of the wide variety of topics that will be 
addressed. This year, our theme is Exploring Equity in the Classroom. I believe this is a crucial topic 
that is informed by all aspects of educational research. I look forward to the contributions you will 
make to this issue as well as other important issues. Thank you for your attendance and willingness 
to share your expertise! Of course, a conference such as this couldn’t happen without all of you. 
 

I have greatly enjoyed my association with this organization! This is my 14th year as a member of 
NRMERA and my 10th year as a member of the Executive Board, having served as Utah 
Representative, Treasurer, President-elect, and now President. I am grateful for the opportunity my 
association with NRMERA has given me to interact with many kind, talented, intelligent, and 
dedicated people from our affiliate states as well as many parts of the country. I would especially 
like to thank Nancy Wentworth for introducing me to this organization, for encouraging me to 
become involved, and for nominating me as the Utah Representative many years ago.  
 

I have always loved the nurturing nature of NRMERA! I love that this association seems to attract 
friendly and supportive people. I appreciate the way members of NRMERA support and teach each 
other as we share our ideas and research and strive to learn and contribute to the field of 
educational research. I love the variety of areas related to education that are addressed at these 
conferences and how I, as someone with expertise in mathematics education, learn so much from 
other areas and aspects of education that I can apply to my chosen area of emphasis. 
 

I would like to thank Ann Sharp for her countless hours of work in preparation for this conference as 
the conference program chair. I appreciate her creativity and diligence. She is always a joy to work 
with! Thank you to the members of the Executive Board for your support and help with getting the 
word out. Thank you, also, to the past presidents of NRMERA for your examples and for all that you 
have done for this association. I especially want to thank Aaron Richmond. He is so valuable to this 
organization with his experience, knowledge of the constitution and bylaws, and maintenance of 
our website. He is always my go-to person for questions and to bounce ideas off of related to 
NRMERA. Thanks to our treasurer, Tara Beziat, for her help with the financial aspects of holding a 
conference. This year, I especially want to thank Fred Kuch for his tireless efforts in getting the Dr. 
Gregory Schraw Student Fellowship going and for his work in helping our association obtain 
501(c)(3) status.  
 

Enjoy your time in Salt Lake City as you network with friends and new acquaintances who, like you, 
care about the noble work of education. I encourage you to become involved with NRMERA in any 
way you are able. If we have not already met, make sure to introduce yourself to me. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Elaine A. Tuft 
2017-18 NRMERA President 
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2017-18 NRMERA Board 
 

President ............................................................................ Elaine Tuft • Utah Valley University 
President-elect ......................................................... Courtney McKim • University of Wyoming 
Past President ......................................................... Athena Kennedy • Arizona State University 
Secretary........................................................... Lindsay Diamond • University of Nevada, Reno 
Treasurer ........................................................ Tara Beziat • Auburn University at Montgomery 
Membership Coordinator ...................................................... Darolyn Seay • Peru State College 
Webmaster ................................... Aaron Richmond • Metropolitan State University of Denver 
Historian ........................................................... Jennifer Weatherford • University of Wyoming 
Colorado Representative....... Katie Anderson-Pence • University of Colorado Colorado Springs 
Idaho Representative ...................................... Amanda Eller • Idaho State University Twin Falls 
Nebraska Representative ...................................................... Spencer Vogt • Peru State College 
Montana Representative ........................... Kari Dahle-Huff • Montana State University, Billings 
Nevada Representative ........................... Richard Vineyard • Nevada Department of Education 
North Dakota Representative ............................................................................................ Open 
South Dakota Representative .................................................Bill Young • Oglala Lakota College 
Utah Representative ............................................................Ann Sharp • Utah Valley University 
Wyoming Representative ............................................... Doris Bolliger • University of Wyoming 
At-large Representative .................................. Gus Nollmeyer • Eastern Washington University 
Graduate Student Representative ....................... Oluwole Ilesanmi • University of New Mexico 
Co-editors of ERTP Journal .............................................Rod Case • University of Nevada, Reno 
 Bob Ives • University of Nevada, Reno 
 Peter Cobin • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

2018 Conference Program Chair ..........................................Ann Sharp • Utah Valley University 
 
 

2018 Conference Proposal Reviewers 
 

Katie Anderson-Pence 
Tara Beziat 
Doris Bolliger 
Xin Bu 
Lindsay Diamond 
Amanda Eller 

Courtney McKim 
Leilani Nautu 
Aaron Richmond 
Krista Ruggles 
Darolyn Seay 
Ann Sharp 

John Smith 
Mary Sowder 
Elaine Tuft  
Spencer Vogt 
Jennifer Weatherford
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A Special Thanks to Our Sponsors 
We couldn’t do it without you! 

 
 

 
 
 

The UVU School of Education prepares educators and clinicians to have a positive impact on 
children, families, and communities through meaningful innovation, engaged 

pedagogy, rigorous preparation, inclusion & diversity, and transformative collaborations. 
Visit us at www.uvu.edu/education. 

 
 
 

 
Nebraska’s first college, Peru State College, offers an online Master’s Degree in Education with 
an emphasis in Curriculum and Instruction and is rated top ten nationally in affordability. Peru 

State Graduate Programs is proud of its rich heritage, providing quality education at an 
affordable price. We like to say it like this—We are a straight A institution—Affordable, 

Accessible, and Accredited. Visit us at www.peru.edu/graduate. 
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Conference Schedule Overview 
 

Wednesday, October 17, 2018 
Board Meeting ............................................. 5:00 – 6:30 PM............................................. Maple 

President’s Reception .................................. 7:00 – 9:00 PM........................... Cottonwood 1 & 2 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 
Welcome and Continental Breakfast ............ 8:00 – 9:00 AM ................................ Wasatch 3 & 4 

Breakout Sessions ........................................ 9:10 AM – 12:10 PM ...................................Various 

Lunch and Keynote Speaker ......................... 12:15 – 1:30 PM ............................... Wasatch 3 & 4 

Breakout Sessions ........................................ 1:35 – 4:10 PM............................................Various 

Poster Session .............................................. 4:15 – 5:15 PM......................................... Parleys 1 

Dinner and Awards ...................................... 6:00 – 7:30 PM................................. Wasatch 3 & 4 

 
Friday, October 19, 2018 
Breakfast and Business Meeting................... 8:00 – 9:00 AM  ............................... Wasatch 3 & 4 

(Business Meeting will begin at 8:30) 

Breakout Sessions ........................................ 9:10 AM – 12:20 PM ...................................Various 

Lunch with Learn at Lunch Roundtables ....... 12:25 – 1:40 PM ............................... Wasatch 3 & 4 

Breakout Sessions ........................................ 1:45 – 4:20 PM............................................Various 

Board Meeting ............................................. 4:45 – 5:45 PM............................................. Maple 
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Keynote Address 
 

 
Dr. Kyle A. Reyes 

 
Dr. Kyle A. Reyes currently serves as Vice President of Student Affairs at Utah Valley University, now 
Utah’s largest university with approximately 40,000 students.  For nearly four years before this new role, 
Dr. Reyes served as UVU’s Chief Diversity Officer and led the development and implementation of UVU’s 
nationally-recognized Strategic Inclusion plan comprised of over 40 initiatives focused on making UVU a 
more inclusive campus.  He has been at UVU for 15 years working in programs for underserved students. 
 

Dr. Reyes is also an Assistant Professor of Education at UVU and teaches courses in Multicultural 
Education, Arts Integration, and Family & Community Partnerships.  His research and publications focus 
on the conditions for P-20 student success among historically marginalized populations; arts-based 
student empowerment; leadership for equity and access in P-20 settings; and institution-wide inclusion 
and diversity strategic planning.        
 

Kyle has consulted with, and presented to, organizations in 15 states and Canada in various sectors 
including: K-12 education, higher education, business, community task forces, and faith groups.  He has 
given more than 470 presentations over the past 12 years on issues of diversity, inclusion, art, voice, 
identity, multiculturalism, and leadership. 
 

Kyle serves on the Board of Directors for The United Way of Utah County and the national organization 
of Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education.  In 2015, Dr. Reyes was appointed to the Utah 
Governor’s Multicultural Commission and from 2012-2014, was elected by his peers statewide to co-
chair the College Access Network for the Utah System of Higher Education.   
 

Dr. Reyes has received a number of awards including: UVU’s Board of Trustees Award; the Exemplary 
Educator for Diversity Award for the state of Utah from the National Association of Multicultural 
Education (NAME); and most recently, the top 50 Diversity Executives in the Nation from Diversity MBA 
Magazine.     
 

Kyle received his Ph.D. in Educational Leadership and Policy from the University of Utah and was the 
recipient of the Elmo R. & Frances Bennion Morgan Fellowship. 
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Thursday, October 18, 2018 • Morning Breakout Sessions 
 

8:00-9:00 • Welcome and Continental Breakfast • Wasatch 3 & 4 
 

 Wasatch 1 Wasatch 2 Red Butte Millcreek Parleys 1 Parleys 2 

9:
10

 –
 9

:3
5  

Researching Literature 
Circles Instruction in a 
Content-area Class with 
Linguistically Diverse 
Students 
Christison, Opatz, Rush 

From Classroom 
Management to 
Democratic Classrooms: 
An Intentional Journey 
for Novice Teachers 
Losser, Chowen, Loftin, 

Leavitt, Pincock, 

Shumway, Taylor 

Exploring First Graders’ 
Mathematical 
Explanations 
Gearing 

Teachers’ Beliefs 
Regarding English 
Language Learners 
Chou, Wiens 

Comparing Case 
Studies: Examining 
Stigma Within the 
Family of a Child with 
Mental Illness 
Taylor, Bingham, Vega 

WORKSHOP: 
Workshop on Sharing 
Vygotsky’s Principal 
Principles through Visual 
Representation: 
Newsletters from the 
Field 
Putney, Wink 

9:
45

-1
0:

35
 

WORKSHOP: 
Mindful-Awareness 
Practices: A History, a 
Definition, and a 
Demonstration 
Lokey 

Basic Drawing: Essential 
Connections to Reading, 
Writing, and Thinking in 
K-3 Classrooms 
Escalante, Flox, Flox 

Enhancing Mathematics 
Instruction in Rural 
Schools: A Year-long 
Professional 
Development 
Experience to Develop 
Teacher-Leaders 
Anderson-Pence 

Community Engagement 
as a Method of 
Resilience: Exploring the 
Saturday Tongan 
Education Program 
(STEP) 
Vaughn 

 The Tipping Point for 
Chronic Absenteeism 
Benchmark for Students 
with High-incidence 
Disabilities Revisited 
Locquiao, Mesina, 

Abernathy 

10
:4

5-
11

:1
0 

 

Increasing Student 
Reading Motivation 
Through Implementing 
Motivational Principles 
and Practices in Daily 
Read-alouds Routines 
Brandt, Sharp, Gardner 

Every Child, Every Art: 
Applying the Four 
Studio Structures for 
Learning in K-6 
Classrooms 
Flox, Escalante, Flox 

 

“Successful Integration 
of Science and Literacy”: 
What it Looks Like in K-2 
Classrooms 
Smith, Marks, Na, 

Rosdahl, Hall-Kenyon, 

Nixon 

Promoting Teacher 
Change Through 
Teacher Choice and 
Competency-Based 
Professional 
Development 
McLachlan, Leary, 

Powell, Brock 

 Pre-Service Teachers 
Perceptions of Student-
Centered and Standard 
Lecture Pedagogy 
Van Wig, Howe 

11
:2

0 
– 

12
:1

0 
 

Reimagining High School 
Writing: A Multi-case 
Examination of the 
Impact of External 
Pressures on Writing 
Contexts 
Klimow 

Outcomes of an 
Engaged Learning 
Experience with Arts 
Integration in a Teacher 
Preparation Program 
Escalante & Students 

WORKSHOP: 
Using Technology to 
Support Asset-Based 
Teaching in K-12 and 
Higher Education 
Classrooms 
Ruggles 

Voices of Bilingual 
Mothers Regarding the 
Multilingual Teacher 
Project in S. Korea 
Kang, Sohn 

Culturally Sustaining 
Instructional 
Leadership: The 
Similarities and 
Differences Between 
Principals in NC and 
MT/WY 
Holmes 

Desired Practices and 
Current Realities of 
Instructional 
Differentiation: Status 
Update on Research 
Polka, Bowles, Eller, 

Gallvan, Goodvin, 

Lewis,Mete, Peace, 

Pearman, VanHusen, 

Young, Young 

 

12:15 – 1:30 • Wasatch 3 & 4 • Lunch and Keynote • Dr. Kyle A. Reyes • Utah Valley University 
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Breakout Sessions 
 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:10 - 9:35 AM 
W

as
at

ch
 1

 

1.  Researching Literature Circles Instruction in a Content-area Class 
with Linguistically Diverse Students 

MaryAnn Christison • University of Utah 
Margaret Osgood Opatz • University of Utah 
Elisabeth Dibble Rush • University of Utah 
 

In this paper we report on the results of a study designed to determine if literature circles 
instruction (learners construct text cooperatively) vs. teacher directed instruction significantly 
affects the development reading comprehension and academic language use for middle school 
learners. 
 

W
as

at
ch

 2
 

2.  From Classroom Management to Democratic Classrooms:  
An Intentional Journey for Novice Teachers 

Cecilia Pincock • Brigham Young University 
Teresa Leavitt • Brigham Young University 
 

Learn about interns’ efforts to nurture a positive classroom climate by incorporating democratic 
practices that prepare children to participate in our democracy. Interns were provided ideas for 
avoiding inappropriate practices (chaos, confusion, coercion) and nurturing appropriate practices 
(compliance, cooperation, community). 
 

Additional Researchers: Janet Losser • Brigham Young University, Brent Chowen • Brigham Young University, Leslie 
Loftin • Brigham Young University, Jill Shumway • Brigham Young University, Lilly Taylor • Brigham Young University 
 

Re
d 

Bu
tt

e 

3.  Exploring First Graders’ Mathematical Explanations 
Nicole Gearing • Utah Valley University 
 

Talking and writing about mathematical reasoning can be difficult for young children. This study 
explored first graders’ oral and written mathematical explanations when participating in problem-
based mathematics instruction. Examples of student work and study results will be shared. 
 

M
ill

cr
ee

k 

4.  Teachers’ Beliefs Regarding English Language Learners 
Peter Wiens • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

Due to the importance of beliefs to teachers’ professional practice this study examined the beliefs of 
44 preservice and in-service teachers towards ELL students. The participants completed the LATS-R 
survey and indicated most agreement with the Aesthetic/Care construct.  
 

Additional Researcher: Annie Chou • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

Pa
rle

ys
 1

 

5.  Comparing Case Studies: Examining Stigma Within the Family of a Child with Mental Illness 
Shanon Taylor • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

In this session, we will discuss how we found evidence of courtesy stigma in a early case study and 
through those parental interviews, determined that siblings have an important story of their own to 
share. The issues surrounding courtesy stigma are that the family members of the child with an E/BD 
feel diminished and de-valued by the very professionals that should be providing services and 
support to them. 
 

Additional Researchers: Ann Bingham • University of Nevada, Reno, Sara Vega • University of Nevada, Reno 
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Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:10 - 10:35 AM 

Pa
rle

ys
 2

 

WORKSHOP: 
6.  Workshop on Sharing Vygotsky’s Principal Principles through Visual Representation: 

Newsletters from the Field 
LeAnn Putney • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

This workshop demonstrates using visual material in the form of newsletters to make abstract 
concepts more relatable to learners. Utilizing Vygotsky’s theories, we not only share his concepts, 
but also demonstrate how to turn complex information into a shareable format.  
 

Additional Researcher: Joan Wink • California State University, Stanislaus (Emerita) 
 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:45 - 10:35 AM 

W
as

at
ch

 1
 

WORKSHOP: 
7.  Mindful-Awareness Practices: A History, a Definition, and a Demonstration 

Cathryn Lokey • Florida State University 
 

This workshop will provide a historical background and definition of mindful-awareness practices 
(MAPs), as it pertains to educational research. It will include demonstrations of several evidence-
based mindfulness exercises that participants will be able to immediately apply within their own 
disciplines.  
 

W
as

at
ch

 2
 

8.  Basic Drawing: Essential Connections to Reading, Writing, and Thinking in K-3 Classrooms 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
Cally Flox • Brigham Young University 
Scott Flox • BYU ARTS Partnership 
 

A 1st grade teacher noticed a jump in reading ability when his students drew. This presentation will 
outline his strategies for developing exceptional readers, and help teachers and administrators 
articulate the way arts skills support the development of literacy skills.  
 

Re
d 

Bu
tt

e 

9.  Enhancing Mathematics Instruction in Rural Schools: A Year-long  
Professional Development Experience to Develop Teacher-Leaders 

Katie Anderson-Pence • University of Colorado Colorado Springs 
 

In this session, we will share the results of a year-long collaboration to provide mathematics PD to 
28 teachers in 11 rural school districts in remote locations using in-person and virtual methods. 
Lessons learned and replication strategies will be discussed. 
 

Additional Researchers: Patrick McGuire • University of Colorado Colorado Springs, Angela Powers • South Central 
BOCES, Ashleigh Valentine • Generation Schools Network 
 

M
ill

cr
ee

k  

10.  Community Engagement as a Method of Resilience:  
Exploring the Saturday Tongan Education Program (STEP) 

Kēhaulani Vaughn • University of Utah 
 

This session will explore Indigenous theory including the Native Hawaiian concept of kuleana, 
community engagement, and student retention and resilience.  Centering the Saturday Tongan 
Education Program (STEP), a community engagement program for Pacific Islanders in the diaspora, 
STEP provides a model for students to center indigeneity throughout the program including have the 
community be the driving force in the development of curriculum and programming.  
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Thursday, October 18, 2018 9:45 - 10:35 AM, Continued 
Pa

rle
ys

 1
 

11.  The Tipping Point for Chronic Absenteeism Benchmark for  
Students with High-incidence Disabilities Revisited 

Jed Locquiao • University of Nevada, Reno 
Olga Mesina • University of Nevada, Reno 
Tammy Abernathy • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

Revisiting the validity of the chronic absenteeism benchmark for typically developing students and 
students with high-incidence disabilities using two inferential tests along with descriptive tests. 
Establishing a "tipping point" may not be as intuitive as previous research has led us to believe.   
 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 10:45 - 11:10 AM 

W
as

at
ch

 1
 

12.  Increasing Student Reading Motivation Through Implementing Motivational  
Principles and Practices in Daily Read-alouds Routines 

Lorilynn Brandt • Utah Valley University 
Ann Sharp • Utah Valley University 
 

After receiving training on reading motivational principles, four fourth grade teachers implemented 
changes in their read-aloud practices that included these principles. This is a descriptive case study 
describing these teachers’ read-aloud practices, reflections, and the outcomes in student reading 
motivation.  
 

Additional Researcher: Doug Gardner • Utah Valley University 
 

W
as

at
ch

 2
 

13.  Every Child, Every Art: Applying the Four Studio Structures for Learning in K-6 Classrooms 
Cally Flox • Brigham Young University 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
Scott Flox • BYU ARTS Partnership and Educational Consultant 
 

This session will look at the findings from professional development designed to help K-6 educators, 
both classroom and arts specialists, improve both the quality and quantity of arts instruction 
through the application of Hetland's four studio structures. 
 

Re
d 

Bu
tt

e 

14.  “Successful Integration of Science and Literacy”: What it Looks Like in K-2 Classrooms 
Leigh Smith • Brigham Young University 
Stephanie Marks • Brigham Young University 
Ariel Na • Brigham Young University 
Victoria Rosdahl • Brigham Young University 
Kendra Hall-Kenyon • Brigham Young University 
 

Current goals in literacy and science education stress the importance of developing discipline-
specific literacy, requiring successful integration of these subjects during instruction. This qualitative 
study explored Grades K-2 teachers’ conceptions of integration and what successful integration 
looks like in practice. 
 

Additional Researcher: Ryan Nixon • Brigham Young University 
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M
ill

cr
ee

k  

15.  Promoting Teacher Change Through Teacher Choice and  
Competency-Based Professional Development 

Lisa McLachlan • Brigham Young University 
Heather Leary • Brigham Young University 
 

This study presents preliminary results from a district-wide competency-based 
approach for professional development (PD) of teachers. Results suggest that teachers 
are more satisfied and engaged when they have choice in PD and are making changes to 
instructional practices.    
 

Additional Researchers: Sandra Thatcher Powell • Brigham Young University, Karen Johannesen Brock • Provo City 
School District 
 

Pa
rle

ys
 2

 

16.  Pre-Service Teachers Perceptions of Student-Centered and Standard Lecture Pedagogy 
Ann Van Wig • Eastern Washington University 
Lori Howe • University of Wyoming 
 

The purpose of this study was to examine pre-service teachers’ perspectives of student-centered 
and standard-lecture pedagogy.  Results indicated participant’s past educational experiences were 
based in standard-lecture format, but current perceptions support student-centered pedagogy as 
best practices in the classroom.   
 

 

  

Thursday, October 18, 2018 10:45 - 11:10 AM, Continued 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 11:20 AM – 12:10 PM 

W
as

at
ch

 1
 

17.  Reimagining High School Writing: A Multi-case Examination of the  
Impact of External Pressures on Writing Contexts 

Nicole Klimow • Clark County School District 
 

Perspectives of six teachers from three high schools are illustrated in individual case reports and 
interpreted from cross-case analysis. Findings suggest that teachers’ writing praxis was grounded in 
a transmittal paradigmatic perspective necessitating the need to reimagine high school writing. 
 

W
as

at
ch

 2
 

18.  Outcomes of an Engaged Learning Experience with Arts Integration in a  
Teacher Preparation Program 

Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
Kourtney Hernandez, Maddie Brewerton, Tara F. Checketts, Rhylee Nordgram, Maggie Pan • Utah 
Valley University  
 

Led by the course instructor, this session will include a panel of elementary education students 
discussing their Engaged Learning experience teaching and learning about integrating creative arts in 
an elementary classroom and its impact on their preparation for teaching. 
 

Re
d 

Bu
tt

e 

WORKSHOP: 
19.  Using Technology to Support Asset-Based Teaching in K-12 and Higher Education Classrooms 

Krista Ruggles • Utah Valley University 
 

This interactive workshop will provide participants with new or extended knowledge of how to 
define students’ assets and how to specifically implement asset-based teaching strategies in their K-
20 classrooms with the support of technology tools. 
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M
ill

cr
ee

k 
20.  Voices of Bilingual Mothers Regarding the Multilingual Teacher Project in South Korea 

MiOk Kang • Utah Valley University 
Bong-gi Sohn • Simon Fraser University 
 

Through the stories of four bilingual mothers whose roles have been reframed from Korean as 
second language (KSL) learners to bilingual teachers in the government’s multilingual education 
project in South Korea, this study calls for more reflective accounts of ecological and translingual 
sociolinguistic practices and policy implementation. 
 

Pa
rle

ys
 1

 

21.  Culturally Sustaining Instructional Leadership: The Similarities and Differences  
Between Principals in North Carolina and Montana/Wyoming 

William Holmes • University of Wyoming 
 

This session builds of the presentation at NRMERA 2017 comparing and contrasting the views of 
principals leading Native American Public Schools in MT and WY with principals leading an urban 
school district in NC regarding Culturally Sustaining Instructional Leadership. 
 

Pa
rle

ys
 2

 

22.  Desired Practices and Current Realities of Instructional Differentiation:  
Status Update on Research 

Amanda Eller • Idaho State University Twin Falls 
William M. Young • Oglala Lakota College 
 

Findings will be disseminated from research studies conducted in several different states using data 
collection models designed to facilitate educator reflections of differentiation practices relating to 
transitioning from teacher-centered instruction to student-centered learning. 
 

Additional Researchers: Walter Polka • Niagara University, Freddie A. Bowles • University of Arkansas, Nancy P. 
Gallavan • University of Central Arkansas, Sherry Goodvin • Norwich University, Kelly Lewis • Hiram College, Rosina 
Mete • Niagara University, Terrell M. Peace • Huntington University, Cathy J. Pearman • Missouri State University, 
Monica J. VanHusen • Colonial Forge High School, Jennifer Young • Jackson State University 
 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 12:15 - 1:30 PM  

 
Lunch and Keynote Speaker Sponsored by Utah Valley University 

Wasatch 3 & 4 
 

Dr. Kyle A. Reyes • Utah Valley University 
“Exploring Equity in the Classroom” 

 
  

 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 11:20 AM – 12:10 PM, Continued 
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NRMERA 2018 Conference • Thursday, October 18, 2018 • Afternoon Breakout Sessions 
 

 Wasatch 1 Wasatch 2 Red Butte Millcreek Parleys 1 Parleys 2 
1

:3
5

 –
 2

:0
0

  Experiencing Empathy 

through Reading 

Historical Texts 
Collette, Jones, Campbell 

WORKSHOP: 

Teaching and Integrating 

the Arts with Diverse 
Populations 

Escalante 

Theory to Practice: A 

Look into Combining 

Field Experiences and K-
8 Science Methods 

Course 

Kennedy, Ellsworth 

Seeking to Achieve 

Inclusiveness and Equity 

in an Afterschool 
Activity Program 

Ryan, Grotrian 

A Framework to 

Support Students’ 

Mental and Behavioral 
Health: Healthy Minds, 

Safe Schools 

Diamond, Dockweiler 

Preservice Student 

Teachers’ Affect and 

Volition in Their 
Reflection of Teacher 

Observation 

Wu, Pinnegar 

2
:1

0
 –

 3
:0

0
  

The Integration of 

Reading, Writing, 
Speaking, and Listening 

Skills in the Middle 

School Social Studies 

Classroom 
Evans 

Integrating Math and 

Science: Making 
Connections in an 

Elementary Setting 

Hart 

Culturally Sustaining 

Instructional 
Leadership: The Voice 

of Native American 

Public School Principals 

in MT/WY 
Holmes 

WORKSHOP: 

Faculty Preparation to 
Work with Students 

with Mental Health 

Issues 

Treacy, Wiest 

 

3
:1

0
 –

 3
:3

5  

Increasing Reading 

Motivation through 

Sustained Silent Reading 

and Book Talks 
Van Wig, Howard, 
Nollmeyer 

UVU’s Arts Engage 

Professional 

Development: 

Participant Experience 
and Implementation 

Feedback 

Escalante 

 An fNIRS Study of 

Sentence Processing of 

Chinese Bilinguals 

Ding, Mohr, Gillam, 
Orellana, Hancock 

Mixed Methods 

Research: Trends and 

Issues in Special 

Education 
Bleak, Hogue, Taylor, 
Abernathy 

Building and 

Implementing a 

Sustainable Clinical 

Teacher Preparation -- a 
Professional Partnership 

Model 

Selland 

3
:4

5
 –

 4
:1

0 

Improving 

Metacomprehension 
through the Inclusion of 

Gardner's Multiple 

Intelligences with 
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4:15 – 5:15 • Poster Session • Parleys 1  
 

High School Biology Preparation: Do Students Feel They Have Been Adequately Prepared for Introductory Biology? • Bertolini, Neitzel 
Managing Cognitive Load During Complex Learning Through Worked Examples and Element Interactivity • Gupta 
Perhaps Engineering Design is Not So Cold: An Investigation of Emotions and Self-Efficacy • Jones, Campbell, Villanueva 
Barriers to Authentic Science Inquiry in the Elementary Classroom • Nollmeyer, Baldwin, Morrison 
Promoting Classroom Equity: Developing a Sense of Hope with Collective Classroom Efficacy in Urban Schools • Putney, Jones 
Creative Reflexivity: Discovering the “I”/”We” Dialectic in Arts-based Research • Reaves 
Exploring Equity in the Classroom: Increasing Research Opportunities for Females in the Undergraduate Kinesiology Curriculum • Ryan, Kuhlmann, Stevelinck, Zurek 
Exploring How Engineering Faculty, Graduates, and Undergraduates Evaluate Hidden Curriculum Via Emotions and Self-Efficacy • Villanueva, Di Stefano, Gelles, Youmans 
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23.  Experiencing Empathy through Reading Historical Texts 
Jared Collette • Utah State University 
Suzanne Jones • Utah State University 
Brett Campbell • Brigham Young University 
 

We examined theory-of-mind (ToM), empathy, and historical-perspective-taking (HPT) while reading 
either a narrative text or primary documents. Narrative text group achieved higher ToM scores than 
primary documents group. Longer reading times correlated with higher ToM. Self-reported empathy 
correlated with HPT. 
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24.  Theory to Practice: A Look into Combining Field Experiences and  

K-8 Science Methods Course 
Beth Kennedy • Montana State University 
 

Models for combining field experiences with a science methods course were explored in formal and 
informal settings. Areas of confidence, concern, and feelings of elementary preservice teachers were 
identified. Participants expressed a need to offer multiple opportunities for teaching science.  
 

Additional Researcher: Ann Ellsworth • Montana State University 
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25.  Seeking to Achieve Inclusiveness and Equity in an Afterschool Activity Program 
Kyle Ryan • Peru State College 
Sheri Grotrian • Peru State College 
 

Service learning has allowed students to examine four disparate areas: the ability to serve as 
mentors to promote higher education, to serve as community leaders, to model a healthy lifestyle, 
and the increased confidence leading to future careers and employment. 
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26.  A Framework to Support Students’ Mental and Behavioral Health:  

Healthy Minds, Safe Schools 
Lindsay Diamond • University of Nevada, Reno 
Katherine Dockweiler • Clark County School District 
 

This purpose of this presentation is to discuss the implementation process and initial results of a 
multi-disciplinary, multi-tiered system of support for school safety and mental-behavioral health in a 
large high-needs elementary school.  
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27.  Preservice Student Teachers’ Affect and Volition in Their  

Reflection of Teacher Observation 
Kerong Wu • Brigham Young University 
Stefinee Pinnegar • Brigham Young University 
 

This study explores the values of preservice student teachers conveyed in their reflections on 
teacher observations. Their affect and volition are revealed in analysis and patterns of their values 
emerge providing teacher knowledge that can be leveraged in teacher education. 
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WORKSHOP: 

28.  Teaching and Integrating the Arts with Diverse Populations 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
 

We know the arts are important for all children, but are there things we need to consider when 
teaching children from diverse populations? In this workshop we will discuss and play with ideas for 
effectively teaching students from a variety of SES, cultural, linguistic, and ability populations. 
 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 2:10 – 3:00 PM 
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29.  The Integration of Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Skills in the  

Middle School Social Studies Classroom 
Marianne Evans • Utah State University 
 

Research study on how incorporating all four literacy skills into social studies instruction influenced 
student understanding of social studies content and how the use of these skills influenced student 
writing about social studies concepts and ideas.  
 

R
e

d
 B

u
tt

e
 

30.  Integrating Math and Science: Making Connections in an Elementary Setting 
Jason Hart • Utah Valley University 
Mary Sowder • Utah Valley University 
 

Just how effective is integration, especially when integrating math and science? This research tested 
the effectiveness of integrating the two subjects compared to a control class. Suggestions for how to 
integrate will also be discussed. 
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31.  Culturally Sustaining Instructional Leadership: The Voice of Native American  

Public School Principals in Montana/Wyoming 
William Holmes • University of Wyoming 
 

This session follows up on a NRMERA 2017 session by revisiting the principals of Native American 
Public Schools in MT & WY and adding their voice to previous findings bringing a greater 
understanding of the previous data set and richer set of findings regarding Culturally Sustaining 
Instructional Leadership. 
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WORKSHOP: 

32.  Faculty Preparation to Work with Students with Mental Health Issues 
Lynda Wiest • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

This workshop will explore faculty preparation regarding working with and helping students with 
mental health issues. Interactive and engaging activities will allow participants to explore concerns, 
issues, fears, and solutions regarding student mental health issues.  
 

Additional Researcher: Anna Treacy • University of Nevada, Reno 
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35.  An fNIRS Study of Sentence Processing of Chinese Bilinguals 
Guoqin Ding • Utah State University 
Kathleen Mohr • Utah State University 
 

This study used behavioral and fNIRS data to compare younger and older Chinese-English bilinguals’ 
abilities to process different sentence types in two languages to determine whether age of second-
language acquisition related to listening comprehension accuracy and activation of neural networks.   
 

Additional Researchers: Ron Gillam • Utah State University, Carla Orellana • Utah State University, Allison Hancock • 
Utah State University 
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36.  Mixed Methods Research: Trends and Issues in Special Education 
Ken Bleak • University of Nevada, Reno 
Lindsey Hogue • University of Nevada, Reno 
Shanon Taylor • University of Nevada, Reno 
Tammy Abernathy • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

Acceptance of mixed methods research is growing in special education doctoral programs, based the 
number of mixed methods dissertations, yet the number of mixed methods publications in special 
education is decreasing.  Implications for early career scholars will be discussed. 
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37.  Building and Implementing a Sustainable Clinical Teacher Preparation –  

a Professional Partnership Model 
Makenzie Selland • Utah Valley University 
 

This session describes the process of collaborative design and implementation of a clinically-based 
teacher preparation model. Details, insights, and outcomes from the first implementation cycle for 
both elementary and secondary pre-service teachers will be examined. 
 

Additional Researcher: Vessela Ilieva • Utah Valley University 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 3:10 – 3:35 PM 
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33.  Increasing Reading Motivation through Sustained Silent Reading and Book Talks 
Ann Van Wig • Eastern Washington University 
Gus Nollmeyer • Eastern Washington University 
 

This study investigated engagement and motivation of first-grade students after an intervention of 
sustained silent reading used in conjunction with book talks. Students demonstrated improved on-
tasks behaviors, but there was no increase in reading engagement.  
 

Additional Researcher: Paige Howard • Rosalia School District 
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34.  UVU’s Arts Engage Professional Development: Participant Experience and  

Implementation Feedback 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
 

This research looks at participant feedback over seven years of elementary arts professional 
development at Utah Valley University. Findings will report on general feedback as well as interview 
and focus group discussions. 
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40.  Middle School Teachers’ Use and Perceptions of Digital Game-based Learning 
Spencer Vogt • Peru State College 
 

Come learn about exciting new findings in the field of digital game-based learning (DGBL) in the 
middle level classroom. This session will focus specifically on how middle level teachers in rural 
communities from the Midwest used DGBL in the classroom and what they perceived as factors 
influencing their decisions to incorporate DGBL in their classrooms. 
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41.  Troubling Inclusion with the Makings of Student Protest 
Augustin Diaz • Utah Valley University 
 

Campuses adopt inclusion but rarely reflect on its implementation, while softening their diversity 
initiatives. This presentation seeks to address how embracing and engaging student protest, 
queering educator autonomy, and acompañamiento become tools for reshaping campus for social 
justice. 
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42.  Insight into Recruitment and Retention Efforts in Business Education 
Sheri Grotrian • Peru State College 
Lisa Parriott • Peru State College 
Judy Grotrian • Peru State College 
Rachael Cole • Peru State College 
Lindsay Harlow • Peru State College 
 

This paper provides insight into one method in which prospective students are recruited and 
retained. Quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews were utilized. Results indicate positive 
relationships are established on behalf of the high school business contest hosted by the College.  
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38.  Improving Metacomprehension through the Inclusion of Gardner's  

Multiple Intelligences with Reading Instruction 
Camille Scow • Utah Valley University 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
 

This session will report the findings of a study that examined the metacomprehension effect of 
incorporating Gardner's Multiple Intelligences in a second-grade classroom. The researcher used 
Reciprocal Teaching comprehension strategies with control and treatment groups, and the 
treatment group received instruction in four of Gardner’s multiple intelligences.  
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39.  Uncovering Teacher’s Knowledge of Arts Integration for Development of English Learners’ 

Reading Comprehension: A Self-study 
Tina McCulloch • Brigham Young University 
 

When a school classifies as a STEAM school, what does it mean for a general education classroom 
teacher with no formal arts training? This session uncovers the complexity of creating integrated 
lesson plans to meet the content areas standards requirements.  
 

Additional Researcher: Terrell Young • Brigham Young University 
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43.  High School Biology Preparation: Do Students Feel They Have Been  

Adequately Prepared for Introductory Biology? 
Katherine Bertolini • South Dakota State University 
Mara Neitzel • South Dakota State University 
 

This undergraduate Honors Research Study utilized a mixed methods approach to examine college 
students’ perception of preparedness for college Biology study based upon their high school 
preparation. Implications for STEM careers are examined. This project earned an undergraduate 
research award. 
 

44.  Managing Cognitive Load During Complex Learning Through  

Worked Examples and Element Interactivity 
Udita Gupta • University of Utah 
 

Current study investigated role of two formats of worked examples (full and completion) in 
mathematical problem solving, taking into account learner’s expertise and difficulty of material. 
Learner’s expertise and difficulty are related to intrinsic cognitive load.  
 

45.  Perhaps Engineering Design is Not So Cold: An Investigation of Emotions and Self-Efficacy 
Suzanne H. Jones • Utah State University 
Idalis Villanueva • Utah State University  
Brett D. Campbell • Brigham Young University 
 

This study explored potential associations between topic emotions and self-efficacy across three 
engineering design activities throughout a semester. Findings suggest that topic emotions mediated 
self-efficacy in this course. A path analysis and model were developed from this work. 
 

46.  Barriers to Authentic Science Inquiry in the Elementary Classroom 
Gustave Nollmeyer • Eastern Washington University 
 

This multi-site case study sought to understand the challenges elementary teachers face when 
teaching inquiry-based science. During interviews teachers shared a variety of challenges to inquiry. 
Cross-case analysis revealed the main shared barriers of time and personal knowledge. 
 

Additional Researchers: Kathryn Baldwin • Eastern Washington University, Judith Morrison • Washington State 
University, Tricities 
 

47.  Promoting Classroom Equity: Developing a Sense of Hope with  

Collective Classroom Efficacy in Urban Schools 
LeAnn Putney • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Suzanne Jones • Utah State University 
 

This study examined ways of ensuring a collective sense of hope as a developmental tool for 
enhancing Collective Classroom Efficacy. Results demonstrated hope as scaffolding the pursuit of 
both academic and social goal attainment through inclusive and positive action. 
 

48.  Creative Reflexivity: Discovering the “I”/”We” Dialectic in Arts-based Research 
Melanie Reaves • Montana State University Billings 
 

In this poster presentation, I share an autoethnographic look into my own processes with using arts-
based research methods. My goal is to illuminate ways researchers can better understand their 
multiple selves that become a critical component of any qualitative research. 
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Poster Session, Continued 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 4:15 – 5:15 PM 
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49.  Exploring Equity in the Classroom: Increasing Research Opportunities for  

Females in the Undergraduate Kinesiology Curriculum 
Kyle Ryan • Peru State College 
Bailey Kuhlmann • Peru State College 
Sydney Stevelinck • Peru State College 
Julia Zurek • Peru State College 
 

This session focuses on the shared experience of female undergraduate kinesiology majors as they 
navigate the research process. Students enrolled in the class Undergraduate Research Opportunities 
are tasked with seeking IRB approval, collecting data, completing statistical analysis, and presenting 
results. 
 

50.  Exploring How Engineering Faculty, Graduates, and Undergraduates Evaluate  

Hidden Curriculum Via Emotions and Self-Efficacy 
Idalis Villanueva • Utah State University 
 

This study explored the emotions and self-efficacy self-reported by 248 engineering undergraduates, 
graduate students, and faculty when reading and learning about hidden curriculum. Findings point 
to the need to develop customized interventions to help diverse populations navigate their 
engineering cultures. 
 

Additional Researchers: Marialuisa Di Stefano • Utah State University, Laura Gelles • Utah State University, 
Katherine Youmans • Utah State University 
 

 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 6:00 - 7:30 PM  

 
Dinner and Awards 

Wasatch 3 & 4 
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Breakout Sessions 
 

Friday, October 19, 2018 9:10 - 9:35 AM 
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 51.  The Pathway to Achieving Classroom Equity: Computational and  

Critical Thinking through Storytelling and 3D Models 
Barbara do Amaral • Montana State University 
 

A brief overview of the Storytelling project, and how it can be a pathway to introducing classroom 
equity while improving career choice for American Indian students.  
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52.  Examining the Effects of a Teacher Induction Model: The Peer Assistance Review Program 
Peter Wiens • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

Induction programs are designed to support novice teachers and reduce attrition. The Peer 
Assistance and Review (PAR) program is a teacher mentoring program. In one large, urban school 
district, PAR was associated with reduced attrition and positive teacher attitudes. 
 

Additional Researcher: Theo Small • Clark County Educator Association 
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53.  Implicit Training of Fundamental Math Skills: Using Non-Declarative Techniques to  
Improve Elementary Students’ Number Sense 

Christopher A. Was • Kent State University 
 

In order to help students develop accurate representations of symbolic numbers, we adapted 
implicit learning techniques from the artificial grammar learning literature to a number line 
estimation task. Results suggest that implicit techniques may facilitate an improved understanding 
of magnitude. 
 

Additional Researcher: Erin Graham • Kent State University 
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54.  Professional Development ePortfolios:  Candidates Connecting Technology Use to  
InTASC Model Core Teaching Standards 

Karen Grove • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Lois Paretti • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Linda F. Quinn • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

This case study examines artifacts in professional development ePortfolios to investigate how 
teacher candidates are connecting use of digital tools in their teaching practice to the InTASC Model 
Core Teaching Standards. 
 

Additional Researchers: Jane McCarthy • University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Vishe Redmond • University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas 
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55.  Elementary Teachers’ Desired Versus Current Use of Differentiated Instruction in  
Small-Town and Rural Idaho 

Amanda Eller • Idaho State University Twin Falls 
 

Elementary teachers in small-town and rural Idaho were surveyed regarding their actual versus 
desired use of differentiation in the classroom across five teaching-learning behaviors. This 
presentation discusses the final results for the Idaho context of the 12-state nationwide study. 
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WORKSHOP: 
56.  Using Story and Dialogue to Study Teaching: A Workshop 

Stefinee Pinnegar • Brigham Young University 
Celina Delude Lay • Brigham Young University 
Anna Bromley Andrews • Independent Scholar 
Lana Robison Bailey • Independent Scholar 
 

Participants learn and try out techniques from narrative inquiry and self-study of practice for data 
gathering and analysis. It involves developing annals, constructing and sharing stories, and using 
dialogue to develop findings enabling participants to fully engage in research processes.  
 

 
 

Friday, October 19, 2018 9:45 - 10:35 AM 
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WORKSHOP: 
57.  From Artifacts to Stories: Art-based Multimodal Reflexive Memoirs for  

Teachers and Researchers, Part 2 
Melanie Reaves • Montana State University Billings 
Karen Ventura-Kalen • University of Wyoming 
 

Workshop participants will engage in creating (or continuing to create) an art-based multimodal 
reflexive memoir through which they explore how their histories surge forward into their current 
beliefs, assumptions, and practices as a teacher or researcher.  
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58.  Motivational Factors that Led South Korean Preservice Teachers to  
Choose Teaching as a Career 

MiOk Kang • Utah Valley University 
 

This study validated the underlying factor structure of the Factors Influencing Teaching (FIT) - Choice 
survey in the South Korean context, and examined motivations and perceptions of 903 Korean 
preservice teachers to choose teaching as a career by major demographic characteristics. 
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59.  Weaving Differentiation and Diversity Pedagogies Together to  
Draw the Net Around All Students 

Leilani Nautu • Southern Utah University 
 

The weaving of Differentiation and Diversity Pedagogies together can help to draw the net around 
all students.   Action Research that looked at He‘Upena O Ke A‘o (The Net of Learning Project) by the 
University of Hawaii will be shared.   
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60.  A Phenomenological Study of How Researchers Use Bracketing 
Jennifer Weatherford • University of Wyoming 
 

I interviewed several phenomenological researchers; I asked about bracketing and positionality in 
their written research work. Participants in this phenomenological study shared practices they have 
used to mitigate bias in their research.  
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61.  The Impact of a Student’s Self-Efficacy and Self-Apprehensiveness in  
Introductory College Composition 

Paris Ryan • San Diego, Southwestern, and Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College Districts 
 

This purely quantitative research study delved into the impact self-efficacy and self-
apprehensiveness have on a student’s perception and success in an introductory college 
composition course at a community college. 
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62.  Living a Teacher Identity Beyond Practice as a Teacher: Teacher Leaver Narratives 
Celina Dulude Lay • Brigham Young University 
Anna Bromley Andrews • Independent Scholar 
Lana Robison Bailey • Independent Scholar 
Stefinee Pinnegar • Brigham Young University 
 

Current work focuses on teacher attrition as a disaster narrative stories teacher leavers as deficit. 
This study focused instead on the value of teacher identity in the subsequent lives of teachers and 
their contribution to society as a result.  
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63.  THUG Teaching: A Critical Exploration of Black Lives Matter Movement with  
Pre-Service Teachers 

Kari Dahle-Huff • Montana State University Billings 
 

Pre-service teachers should experience a variety of texts so they may interact with texts reflecting 
their own experiences and illuminating others’ experiences. Naming and interrogating curricular 
choices and learning how to enact critical and culturally responsive pedagogies happens through 
exploration The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (2017). 
 

Additional Researchers: Donna Bulatowicz • Montana State University Billings, Erin Stutelberg • Salisbury University 
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64.  Are You Prepared?: Teaching Cross-culturally at International Branch Campuses in China 
Xin Bu • University of Montana 
 

This qualitative, phenomenological study interviewed 14 foreign faculty members who have taught 
in Chinese classrooms.  Their lived experiences provided first-hand insights about teaching at 
International Branch Campuses in China.  Suggestions on cross-cultural teaching in China were given. 
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65.  Pedagogical Intent: A Guiding Principle in Designing Online  
Teacher Professional Development 

Bohdana Allman • Brigham Young University 
 

This self-study examined the process of aligning pedagogy with technology affordances during 
design of a fully-online instructor-facilitated teacher professional development course grounded in 
sociocultural theory. Pedagogical intent was identified as a guiding principle for designing deep and 
meaningful learning experiences. 
 

 
 
 
 

Friday, October 19, 2018 10:45 – 11:10 AM 
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66.  Making the Case for Grammar Instruction in Teacher Preparation Programs 

Ann Ellsworth • Montana State University 
Beth Kennedy • Montana State University 
 

This presentation shares research findings about changes in teacher candidates’ attitudes and 
beliefs about grammar and writing instruction during a sixteen-week course. How these new 
understandings informed future teachers’ own writing skills will also be discussed.  
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 67.  Mentoring and Adjunct Faculty 

Kami Danaei • Western Wyoming Community College 
 

The purpose of this qualitative case study was threefold: to understand why a required mentoring 
program was implemented at a community college, how adjuncts described entering this new 
program, and how these data sets compared.  
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68.  What is Science Literacy?: Perspectives of Teachers in Grades 6-8 
Melissa Mendenhall • Alpine School District 
Leigh K. Smith • Brigham Young University 
Kendra M. Hall-Kenyon • Brigham Young University 
 

Given recent national science and literacy standards promoting the development of students’ 
content understanding and ability to communicate within the discipline of science, this qualitative 
study explored the conceptions of grades 6-8 teachers about the relationships between science and 
literacy.  
 

M
ill

cr
ee

k  

69.  Experiences Teaching Second Language Writing in Dual Immersion Classrooms  
Through the Eyes of International Teachers 

Cecilia Pincock • Brigham Young University 
Stefinee Pinnegar • Brigham Young University 
 

US schools offering dual language immersion (DI) hire international teachers (native speakers of the 
target language) expecting their education to transfer. This study explored how their experiences 
(past and present) emerged in their teaching of writing to second language learners.  
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70.  Overcoming Disproportionality, One Classroom at a Time 
Kenneth Bleak • University of Nevada, Reno 
Tammy Abernathy • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

Discussing racial and ethnic disproportionality in public schools, past and present. Presenting 
evidence of disproportionality in one Western rural and urban school district. Exploring some 
possible solutions to racial and ethnic disproportionality. 
 

Additional Researcher: Eleni Oikonomidoy • University of Nevada, Reno 
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71.  An Analysis of Superintendent and Principal Perceptions  
Regarding the Supervision and Evaluation of Principals 

David Hvidston • University of Wyoming 
Courtney Ann McKim • University of Wyoming 
Barbara Hickman • University of Wyoming 
 

The goals for this study were to examine principals’ perceptions regarding their own supervision and 
evaluation and compare with superintendents’ perceptions. Results from this study provided 
implications for those who supervise principals, as well as for those who train superintendents. 
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72.  Factors Influencing Teacher Survival in the Beginning Teacher Longitudinal Study 

Lisa McLachlan • Brigham Young University 
 

This study uses discrete-time survival analysis and data from the Beginning Teacher Longitudinal 
Study to examine what effect various teacher and school demographic variables will have on the 
probability that beginning teachers will move to another school or leave teaching.  
 

Additional Researcher: Richard Sudweeks • Brigham Young University 
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73.  Can Rigor in Teacher Education Programs be Quantified?: A Case Study 
Sharon Goldrup • University of Nevada, Reno 
Tammy Abernathy • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

In response to the criticisms by NCTQ of teacher preparation programs, a study was conducted 
to review the level of rigor of a university’s teacher education program by evaluating the 
programs coursework and developing a “rigor” score for licensure areas.  
 

Additional Researchers: Brianna Grumstrup • University of Nevada, Reno, Ann Medaille • University of Nevada, Reno 
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74.  Strategies for Teaching Graduate Statistics Courses: A Qualitative Study 
Courtney McKim • University of Wyoming 
Jennifer Weatherford • University of Wyoming 
 

The purpose of this study was to better understand the instructional strategies faculty use, in face-
to-face and online courses, and how faculty try to improve academic success in a statistics course.  
 

Additional Researcher: Suzanne Young • University of Wyoming 
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75.  Gains in Cultural Capital for Students Who Participate or  
Do Not Participate in Spanish Immersion 

Allen Smithee • Utah State University 
 

This study examined what forms of capital native English-speaking students hoped to gain by 
participating in Spanish dual language immersion, as compared with what forms of capital native 
Spanish-speaking students hoped to gain by choosing not to participate. 
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76.  Film and Identity in the First-Year Seminar: Self-efficacy and  
Reflection with First-year Writing Students 

Lori Howe • University of Wyoming 
 

Presentation of first-year college writing students’ analysis of film characters’ self-efficacy and 
reflection on role of self-efficacy in their own lives as students. Participant interviews (audio) and 
film clips (audio/video) demonstrate participant perspectives on self-efficacy in college and in life.     
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77.  Panel Interviews for Teacher Education Admission, Opportunities for Remediation 
Darolyn Seay • Peru State College 
Robert Ingram • Peru State College 
 

Session will include the process, and changes made during a pilot project involving a panel interview 
implementation.  Providing feedback to teacher candidates following the interview, along with a 
remediation plan will allow candidates to strengthen dispositions before moving forward in their 
program.  
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Wasatch 3 & 4 

 
Learn-at-lunch Roundtables 
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78.  Supporting Pre-service Teachers’ Field Experience:  
Equity Pedagogy Beyond Race and Gender (Table 1) 

A. Suzie Henning • Eastern Washington University 
Carissa Gran • Eastern Washington University 
Diane Ball • Eastern Washington University 
 

Focus in this session will be on dialogue and conversation among participants to share what is 
currently happening and pose questions to explore in building pre-service teachers’ understanding 
of equity pedagogy beyond the basics of race and gender.    
 

79.  Social and Emotional Competency Development:   
A Content Analysis of Third-Grade Core Reading Programs (Table 2) 

Cindy Jones • Utah State University 
Nanette Watson • Utah State University 
Georgia Bunnell • Utah State University 
 

Social and emotional competencies are key to students’ academic and social success. We will share 
information from a content analysis study that examined opportunities embedded in core reading 
programs for the potential development of social and emotional competencies. 
 

81.  Rethinking Teacher Education: Less Theory, More Practice (Table 4) 
Tara Beziat • Auburn University at Montgomery 
 

We will examine current theorists and theories taught in education courses. Then we will explore 
how to revamp teacher preparation courses to reduce theory and increase evidence-based practices 
and strategies from cognitive and educational psychology.  
 

Additional Researcher: Aaron Richmond • Metropolitan State University of Denver 
 

81a.  Pursuing a Career in Higher Education: Tips for Graduate Students (Table 6) 
Lindsay Diamond • University of Nevada, Reno 
Courtney McKim • University of Wyoming 
 

The purpose of this roundtable is to explore career opportunity in higher education. We will discuss 
the job search process and provide suggestions for campus interviews. 
 

81b. The Inside Scoop on Getting Published (Table 8) 
Bob Ives • University of Nevada, Reno 
Rod Case • University of Nevada, Reno 
Peter Wiens • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

Ask the editors of two journals all your questions about submission and tips for success. 
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 Wasatch 1 Wasatch 2 Red Butte Millcreek Parleys 1 Parleys 2 

1:
45

 –
 2

:3
5  

WORKSHOP: 
Design an Architecture 
of Engagement in Online 
Discussions 
Thurston, Arnold 

WORKSHOP: 
Inviting Real Student 
Feedback to Teaching 
Practice 
O’Malley 

WORKSHOP: 
Multimodal 
Mathematics in DLI 
Action Research: 
Content and Language 
Transparency with an 
Interactive Hundreds 
Chart 
Reeder 

Innovations in 
Technology Providing 
Opportunities to 
Enhance Learning for 
Students of all 
Socioeconomic Levels 
Parriott, Griffin 

Relationships and Their 
Impact on Anti-bullying 
Efforts of and by 
Students with 
Disabilities in Rural 
School Districts 
Dobler 

 

2:
45

 –
 3

:1
0  

Text Genre and 
Instructional Focus:  
What Primary Grade 
Children’s Experience 
Through Environmental 
Print and Read-Alouds 
MacKay, Sanders 

I Always Carry the 
Mountain Inside Me: 
Women Reflect on 
Personal Journey of PhD 
Turner 

Community 
Involvement, Mentors, 
Cultural Relevance, and 
Discourse Will Build 
Equity in Mathematics 
Classrooms 
Rodin  
 

Examining Instruction of 
English Language 
Learners Through Video 
Analysis 
McLachlan, Wu, Mathis, 
Pinnegar 

 Exploring Preschool 
Teachers’ Conception of 
Meaning Making 
through Multimodal 
Workshops 
Ventura-Kalen 

3:
20

 –
 3

:4
5 

 

Westernization, 
Modernization, or 
Colonialism? A 
Comparison of 
Perceptions Among 
International Students 
from Three Continents  
Stordahl 

Did the Common Core 
Make a Difference? Text 
Genres in Primary 
Classroom Libraries 
MacKay, Hahne, 
Motzkus 

The Effects of Math 
Challenges—Homework 
that Provides 
Opportunity for Student 
Explanation 
Fiso, Tuft 

Equity in Higher 
Education:  Addressing 
the Needs of Second 
Language Learners in 
Four-year Colleges and 
Universities 
Torres, Van Wig 

Persistent 
Overconfidence in Recall 
Prediction for Early 
Elementary Children 
Arner, Graham, Baranski, 
Al-Harthy, Was 

Subjective Well-Being 
Theory as a Framework 
for Research on 
Mindful-Awareness 
Practices 
Lokey, Tours 

3:
55

 –
 4

:2
0 

Reflective Writing 
among Pre-Service 
Teachers 
Case, Warren 

Bringing Cooking Skills 
Development in Line 
with 21st Century 
Learning 
Thomas 

Big data for small 
schools: How Small 
School Districts Can 
Begin Taking Advantage 
of the Big Data 
Revolution 
Nourse 

Student Perspectives of 
an Online Pre-Departure 
Course for International 
Internships 
Jensen, Quinlan 

Supplementing 
Classroom Texts with 
Online Resources: 
Challenges and 
Possibilities 
Wright, Ekstrand, Pera 

A Review of Research 
on the Effectiveness of 
Academic Integrity 
Interventions 
Ives, Nehrkorn 
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WORKSHOP: 
82.  Design an Architecture of Engagement in Online Discussions 

Travis N. Thurston • Utah State University 
Michelle Arnold • Utah State University 
 

Creating and facilitating engaging and effective online discussions is an ongoing challenge for 
instructors and instructional designers alike. Students can often feel lost in what to post, or simply 
lack depth in comments to their peers. This session will focus on designing an Architecture of 
Engagement.  
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WORKSHOP: 
83.  Inviting Real Student Feedback to Teaching Practice 

Lori O’Malley • Rogers State University 
 

In this workshop participants will explore a proven method for enhancing engagement, increasing 
learning and gaining meaningful feedback in the classroom. You will leave with the skills to replicate 
the model in your own classrooms. 
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WORKSHOP: 
84.  Multimodal Mathematics in DLI Action Research: Content and  

Language Transparency with an Interactive Hundreds Chart 
Rachel Reeder • Bridger Elementary 
 

Action research in dual language immersion (DLI) has shown how multimodal (visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic, and tactile) engagement and learning strategies surface successive layers of meaning 
and transparency. The interactive hundreds chart is suited to simultaneously build language and 
content knowledge. 
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85.  Innovations in Technology Providing Opportunities to Enhance Learning  
for Students of all Socioeconomic Levels 

Lisa Parriott • Peru State College 
Brad Griffin • Peru State College 
Rozlyn Cole • Peru State College 
Sara Granfors • Peru State College 
 

Technology funding is a major obstacle for most college students, therefore the institution must 
provide appropriate technologies to fill the gap and support students of all socioeconomic levels. 
This study seeks to determine technology discrepancies and discover possible solutions.  
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86.  Relationships and Their Impact on Anti-Bullying Efforts of and by 
Students with Disabilities in Rural School Districts 

Tiffany Dobler • University of Wyoming 
 

As highly knowledge about disability law and the provision of FAPE, special education directors 
are well situated to support districts in positively impacting the bullying of and by students with 
disabilities. To investigate this phenomenon, a case study design was utilized.  
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87.  Text Genre and Instructional Focus:  What Primary Grade Children’s Experience 

Through Environmental Print and Read-alouds 
Kathryn MacKay • Brigham Young University 
Cindy Sanders • Brigham Young University 
 

This presentation focuses on the genre and instructional focus of the texts K-3 students experience 
through classroom environmental print and read-alouds. It also examines if there is a difference in 
these experiences based on SES status.   
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 88.  I Always Carry the Mountain Inside Me: Women Reflect on Personal Journey of PhD 

Susan Turner • Utah State University 
 

“I Always Carry the Mountain Inside Me” – a metaphor gathered in a narrative study that  
examined the nature of the PhD journey. Findings include: Issues of equity, personal meaning,  
and life transition. Implications for women in graduate programs.  
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89.  Community Involvement, Mentors, Cultural Relevance, and Discourse  
Will Build Equity in Mathematics Classrooms 

Jennifer Rodin • Oglala Lakota College 
 

Students reach higher levels of success and empowerment in mathematics courses when 
community role models participate in the experience. I will describe how we, the P-12 and tribal 
college students and instructors, along with local community and staff support, are building upon 
prior work, to create a good road to math success in Lakota Country and beyond! 
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90.  Examining Instruction of English Language Learners Through Video Analysis 
Lisa McLachlan • Brigham Young University 
Kerong Wu • Brigham Young University 
Camille Mathis • Brigham Young University 
Stefinee Pinnegar • Brigham Young University 
 

This study examined pre and post video observations of teachers participating in a professional 
development program for English Learners. An adapted SIOP rubric was used to code these 
observations. Findings report the type of changes that were most prevalent. 
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91. Exploring Preschool Teachers’ Conception of Meaning Making  
Through Multimodal Workshops 

Karen Ventura-Kalen • University of Wyoming 
 

This study explored preschool teachers’ perceptions of meaning-making before and after engaging 
in multimodal modal workshops focused on literacy and visual art. Multimodal activities coupled 
with collaborative discourse disrupted normative thinking regarding how participants 
conceptualized ways children engage in literacy. 
 

 
Friday, October 19, 2018 3:20 – 3:45 PM 
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92.  Westernization, Modernization, or Colonialism? A Comparison of Perceptions Among 
International Students from Three Continents  
Marian Stordahl • University of Wyoming 
 

Intensive English Programs are institutes designed for preparing non-native English speakers) to 
enter English-medium institutions of higher education.  We applied positioning theory to unravel 
student reasoning as they accept or reject cultural input from external, “dominant” powers. 
 

 



 

 

31 

 

Friday, October 19, 2018 3:20 – 3:45 PM, Continued 
W

as
at

ch
 2

 
93.  Did the Common Core Make a Difference?  Text Genres in Primary Classroom Libraries 

Kathryn MacKay • Brigham Young University 
Samantha Hahne • Brigham Young University 
Terah Motzkus • Brigham Young University 
 

Classroom libraries are indicators of the genres young children experience in school. The Common 
Core emphasizes the importance of reading both expository and narrative books. This presentation 
shares information about the content of first-grade classroom libraries and the Common Core’s 
influence. 
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94.  The Effects of Math Challenges—Homework that Provides Opportunity  
for Student Explanation 

Corrine Fiso • Utah Valley University 
Elaine Tuft • Utah Valley University 
 

Math Challenges provide students opportunities to explain mathematical concepts at home. They 
provide students with the chance to refine their math talk and ask for help when they don't 
understand. This session will discuss the effects of using Math Challenges. 
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95.  Equity in Higher Education:  Addressing the Needs of Second Language Learners  
in 4-year Colleges and Universities 

Donita Torres • Eastern Washington University 
Ann Van Wig • Eastern Washington University 
 

This session will examine the perceptions and experiences of non-native English speaking college 
students.  This session will provide insight into the experiences of linguistically diverse students, 
allowing universities and instructors to explore possible support systems to meet this population’s 
needs. 
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96.  Persistent Overconfidence in Recall Prediction for Early Elementary Children 
Christopher A. Was • Kent State University 
 

The current work examines the impact of peer modeling and magnitude of memory load on young 
students’ recall prediction accuracy. Our results suggest, in agreement with existing literature, that 
children remain overconfident even when they adapt their recall predictions.  
 

Additional Researchers: Tracy Arner • Kent State University, Erin Graham • Kent State University, Michael Baranski • 
Kent State University, Ibrahim Al-Harthy • Sultan Qaboos University 
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97.  Subjective Well-Being Theory as a Framework for Research on  
Mindful-Awareness Practices 

Cathryn Lokey • Florida State University 
 
This presentation summarizes part of the literature review for a phenomenological study on 
mindful-awareness practices with children. It examines the rational for utilizing subjective well-being 
theory as a construct for studies on the impact and effectiveness of mindful-awareness practices. 
 

Additional Researcher: Sara Tours •  
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98.  Reflective Writing Among Pre-Service Teachers 

Rod Case • University of Nevada, Reno 
Amber Warren • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

This presentation explores the quantitative and qualitative findings of changes in pre-service 
teachers’ willingness to become teachers and their sense of obligation to the field.  Data from 
reflective essays at the entrance and exit of their pre-service programs are presented. 
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99.  Bringing Cooking Skills Development in Line with 21st Century Learning 
John Thomas • Utah Valley University 
Debora Escalante • Utah Valley University 
Mary Sowder • Utah Valley University 
 

The author documents his journey of integrating 21st century skills into a basic cooking skills 
development class at a Culinary Arts Institute located in the western mountain region of the United 
States. 
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100.  Big Data for Small Schools: How Small School Districts Can Begin  
Taking Advantage of the Big Data Revolution 

Dave Nourse • University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
The rapid growth of digital database technologies are beginning to offer educational 
practitioners and policymakers the tools to make strategic decisions based upon the analysis of 
real-time educational data. Utilizing free or modestly priced solutions, small school districts can 
begin taking advantage of these technologies. 
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101.  Student Perspectives of an Online Pre-Departure Course for International Internships 
Karen Jensen • Texas Tech University 
 

This community based participatory research study examines the effectiveness of an online pre-
departure course for students participating in international internships.  
 

Additional Researcher: Christopher Quinlan • Brigham Young University 
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102.  Supplementing Classroom Texts with Online Resources: Challenges and Possibilities 
Katherine Wright • Boise State University 
 

This study examines the challenges teachers face when trying to locate texts online to 
supplement their curriculum and instruction. We interviewed teachers to learn about how they 
use (or do not use) online resources to find authentic and engaging readings. 
 

Additional Researchers: Michael D. Ekstrand • Boise State University, Maria Soledad Pera • Boise State Univeristy 
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103.  A Review of Research on the Effectiveness of Academic Integrity Interventions 
Bob Ives • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

A review of 97 research studies on the effectiveness of interventions to reduce academic 
misconduct found that honor codes systems and text matching software were effective, while 
proctoring exams, instruction on avoiding plagiarism, and instruction on academic integrity were not 
shown to be effective. 
 

Additional Researcher: Alicia Nehrkorn • University of Nevada, Reno 
 

 
  



 

 

33 

 

Presenter Information 
 

Name Session(s) Affiliation Email 

Tammy Abernathy 11, 36, 
70, 73 University of Nevada, Reno tammyr@unr.edu 

Bohdana Allman 65 Brigham Young University boboczech@gmail.com 

Katie Anderson-Pence 9 University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs kander19@uccs.edu 

Diane Ball 78 Eastern Washington University dball2@ewu.edu 
Katherine Bertolini 43 South Dakota State University katherine.bertolini@sdstate.edu 
Tara Beziat 81 Auburn University at Montgomery tbeziat@aum.edu 
Ken Bleak 36, 70 University of Nevada, Reno kbleak@nevada.unr.edu 
Lorilynn Brandt 12 Utah Valley University lorilynn.brandt@uvu.edu 
Xin Bu 64 University of Montana xin.bu@umontana.edu 
Georgia Bunnell 79 Utah State University gabunnell@gmail.com 
Brett Campbell 23, 45 Brigham Young University brett.campbell@schools.utah.gov 
Rod Case 81b, 98 University of Nevada, Reno rcase@unr.edu 
MaryAnn Christison 1 University of Utah ma.christison@utah.edu 
Rachael Cole 42 Peru State College rachael.cole46432@campus.peru.edu 
Jared Collette 23 Utah State University jaredpcollette@gmail.com 
Kari Dahle-Huff 63 Montana State University Billings kari.dahle@msubillings.edu 
Lindsay Diamond 26, 81a University of Nevada, Reno ldiamond@unr.edu 
Augustin Diaz 41 Utah Valley University adiaz@uvu.edu 
Elisabeth Dibble Rush 1 University of Utah edibble2@yahoo.com 
Guoqin Ding 35 Utah State University dgq@outlook.com 
Barbara do Amaral 51 Montana State University barbara.doamaral@student.montana.edu 
Tiffany Dobler 86 University of Wyoming thunt@uwyo.edu 
Katherine Dockweiler 26 Clark County School District katherinedocweiler@gmail.com 
Amanda Eller 22, 55 Idaho State University Twin Falls elleama2@isu.edu 

Debora Escalante 
8, 13, 18, 

28, 34, 
38, 99 

Utah Valley University debora.escalante@uvu.edu 

Marianne Evans 29 Utah State University marianne.evans@uintah.net 
Corrine Fiso 94 Utah Valley University corrine.fiso@gmail.com 
Cally Flox 8, 13 Brigham Young University cally_flox@byu.edu 
Nicole Gearing 3 Utah Valley University nicole.gearing@uvu.edu 
Monica Gilmore 80 University of Colorado Boulder moca2867@colorado.edu 
Sharon Goldrup 73 University of Nevada, Reno sgoldrup@gmail.com 
Carissa Gran 78 Eastern Washington University cgran@ewu.edu 
Judy Grotrian 42 Peru State College jgrotrian@peru.edu 
Sheri Grotrian 25, 42 Peru State College sgrotrian@peru.edu 
Karen Grove 54 University of Nevada, Las Vegas grove@unlv.nevada.edu 
Udita Gupta 44 University of Utah udita.gupta77@gmail.com 
Samantha Hahne 93 Brigham Young University samhahne@icloud.com 
Kendra Hall-Kenyon 14, 68 Brigham Young University kendra_hall@byu.edu 
Lindsay Harlow 42 Peru State College lindsay.harlow34592@campus.peru.edu 
Jason Hart 30 Utah Valley University jason.hart@jordandistrict.org 
A. Suzie Henning 78 Eastern Washington ahenning1@ewu.edu 
Barbara Hickman 71 University of Wyoming bhickma3@uwyo.edu 
Lindsey Hogue 36 University of Nevada, Reno lindseyhogue@nevada.unr.edu 
William Holmes 21, 31 University of Wyoming wholmes4@uwyo.edu 
Lori Howe 16, 76 University of Wyoming lhowe@uwyo.edu 
David Hvidston 71 University of Wyoming dhvidsto@uwyo.edu 
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Presenter Information, Continued 
 

Name Session(s) Affiliation Email 
Robert Ingram 77 Peru State College ringram@peru.edu 
Bob Ives 81b, 103 University of Nevada Reno rives@unr.edu 
Karen Jensen 101 Texas Tech University karendjensen@gmail.com 
Cindy Jones 79 Utah State University cindy.jones@usu.edu 

Suzie Jones 23, 45, 
47 Utah State University suzanne.jones@usu.edu 

Kami Danaei 67 Western Wyoming Community 
College kdanaei@westernwyoming.edu 

MiOk Kang 20, 58 Utah Valley University miok.kang@uvu.edu 
Beth Kennedy 24, 66 Montana State University elizabeth.kennedy@montana.edu 
Spencer Kerwin  Peru State College   
Nicole Klimow 17 University of Nevada, Las Vegas nicolek730@gmail.com 
Bailey Kuhlmann 49 Peru State College wlast@peru.edu 
Celina Lay 56, 62 Brigham Young University celina@layfamily.net 
Heather Leary 15 Brigham Young University heather.leary@byu.edu 
Teresa Leavitt 2 Brigham Young University teresa_leavitt@byu.edu 
Jed Locquiao 11 University of Nevada, Reno hawkeggplantmt.fuji@gmail.com 
Cathryn Lokey 7, 97 Florida State University ces03@my.fsu.edu 
Kathryn MacKay 87, 93 Brigham Young University kathie_mackay@byu.edu 
Stephanie Marks 14 Brigham Young University stephaniemarks18@gmail.com 
Camille Mathis 90 Brigham Young University mathisce21@gmail.com 
Tina McCulloch 39 Brigham Young University mrs.mc.teaches@gmail.com 
Courtney McKim 74, 81a University of Wyoming cmckim3@uwyo.edu 

Lisa McLachlan 15, 72, 
90 Brigham Young University lisamclach@byu.edu 

Melissa Mendenhall 68 Alpine School District mmendenhall@alpinedistrict.org 
Kathleen Mohr 35 Utah State University Kathleen.mohr@usu.edu 
Terah Motzkus 93 Brigham Young University hermanalarmouth@gmail.com 
Ariel Na 14 Brigham Young University na.arielh@gmail.com 
Leilani Nautu 59 Southern Utah University leilaninautu@suu.edu 
Mara Neitzel 43 South Dakota State University mara.neitzel@jacks.sdstate.edu 
Gus Nollmeyer 33 Eastern Washington University gnollmeyer@ewu.edu 
Dave Nourse 100 University of Nevada, Las Vegas noursed@unlv.nevada.edu 
Lori O'Malley 83 Rogers State University lomalley@rsu.edu 
Margaret Osgood 
Opatz 1 University of Utah margaret.osgood@gmail.com 

Lois Paretti 54 University of Nevada, Las Vegas Lois.Paretti@unlv.edu 
Lisa Parriott 42, 85 Peru State College lparriott@peru.edu 
Cecilia Pincock 2, 69 Brigham Young University cecilia_pincock@byu.edu 

Stefinee Pinnegar 
27, 56, 
62, 69, 

90 
Brigham Young University stefinee@byu.edu 

LeAnn Putney 6, 47 University of Nevada, Las Vegas leann.putney@unlv.edu 
Linda Quinn 54 University of Nevada, Las Vegas lfquinn@cox.net 
Melanie Reaves 48, 57 Montana State University Billings melanie.reaves@msubillings.edu 
Rachel Reeder 84 Bridger Elementary rachel.checketts8@gmail.com 

Jennifer Rodin 89 Oglala Lakota College and the 
University of Wyoming jennirodin@gmail.com 

Victoria Rosdahl 14 Brigham Young University victoria.rosdahl@gmail.com 
Krista Ruggles 19 Utah Valley University kruggles@uvu.edu 
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Presenter Information, Continued 
 

Name Session(s) Affiliation Email 
Kyle Ryan 25, 49 Peru State College kryan@peru.edu 

Paris Ryan 61 

Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community 
College District, San Diego 
Community College District, and 
Southwestern Community College 
District 

parvati_narayan@yahoo.com 

Cindy Sanders 87 Brigham Young University cindy.sanders@nebo.edu 
Camille Scow 38 Utah Valley University cbradford9@gmail.com 
Darolyn Seay 77 Peru State College dseay@peru.edu 
Makenzie Selland 37 Utah Valley University mselland@uvu.edu 
Ann Sharp 12 Utah Valley University ann.sharp@uvu.edu 
Leigh Smith 14 Brigham Young University leigh_smith@byu.edu 
Allen Smithee 75 Utah State University asmithee@alpinedistrict.org 
Bong-gi Sohn 20 Simon Fraser University bsohn@sfu.ca 
Mary Sowder 30, 99 Utah Valley University Mary.Sowder@uvu.edu 
Marian Stordahl 92 University of Wyoming mstorda1@uwyo.edu 
Shanon Taylor 5, 36 University of Nevada Reno shanon@unr.edu 
John Thomas 99 Utah Valley University thomasjo@uvu.edu 
Travis Thurston 82 Utah State University tnt@usu.edu 
Donita Torres 95 Eastern Washington University dtorres14@ewu.edu 
Elaine Tuft 94 Utah Valley University elaine.tuft@uvu.edu 
Susan Turner 88 Utah State University susan.turner@usu.edu 

Ann Van Wig 16, 33, 
95 Eastern Washington University avanwig@ewu.edu 

Kēhaulani Vaughn 10 University of Utah kehaulani.vaughn@utah.edu 
Karen Ventura-Kalen 57, 91 University of Wyoming kventura@uwyo.edu 
Idalis Villanueva 45, 50 Utah State University idalis.villanueva@usu.edu 
Spencer Vogt 40 Peru State College svogt@peru.edu 
Amber Warren 98 University of Nevada, Reno amberwarren@unr.edu 
Christopher A. Was 53, 96 Kent State University cwas@kent.edu 
Nanette Watson 79 Utah State University nanette.watson@aggiemail.usu.edu 
Jennifer Weatherford 60, 74 University of Wyoming jweather@uwyo.edu 

Peter Wiens 4, 52, 
81b University of Nevada, Las Vegas peter.wiens@unlv.edu 

Lynda Wiest 32 University of Nevada, Reno wiest@unr.edu 
Katherine Wright 102 Boise State University katherinewright@boisestate.edu 
Kerong Wu 27, 90 Brigham Young University kerongwu@hotmail.com 
William M. Young 22 Oglala Lakota College wyoung@olc.edu 
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Past Presidents of NRMERA 
2016 – 2017 Athena Kennedy 
2015 – 2016 Shanon Taylor  
2014 – 2015 Chris Was 
2013 – 2014 Bill Young 
2012 – 2013 Aaron Richmond  
2011 – 2012 Brett Foley  
2010 – 2011 Pam Cantrell 
2009 – 2010 Art Bangert 
2008 – 2009 Suzie Young 
2007 – 2008 Richard Vineyard  
2006 – 2007 Chad Buckendahl  
2005 – 2006 Michael Brunn  
2004 – 2005 Tammy Abernathy  
2003 – 2004 Gail Ingwalson  
2002 – 2003 Nancy Wentworth  
2001 – 2002 Larry Rogien  
2000 – 2001 Ray Wong 
1999 – 2000 Marian McKenna  
1998 – 1999 Gary Alexander  
1997 – 1998 Shannon Butler  
1996 – 1997 Missy Parker  
1995 – 1996 Mary Lou Fuller  
1994 – 1995 Janice Fauske  
1993 – 1994 Gene Burns 
1992 – 1993 Charlotte Farr  
1991 – 1992 Steve Dempsey  
1990 – 1991 Hank Slotnik  
1989 – 1990 Joe Stepans  
1988 – 1989 Mark Clark 
1987 – 1988 Carl Edeburn  
1986 – 1987 Diane Peters  
1985 – 1986 Gary Render  
1984 – 1985 Amy Driscoll  
1983 – 1984 Wayne Lanning 
 

 

Congratulations 
to the  

2017 NRMERA Award Winners: 
 

Early Career Award: 
Elizabeth Anne Roumell 

 

Exemplary Service Award:  
Aaron Richmond 

 

Distinguished Paper Award:  
Susan Turner 

 
 

Announcing the creation of the 
 

NRMERA  
Dr. Gregory Schraw  
Student Fellowship 

 
This award was created in honor of the late  

Dr. Gregg Schraw of UNLV and will be awarded  
to graduate students attending  

NRMERA’s annual conferences each year.  
 

More information about this award will be 
provided at Thursday night’s dinner. 

 
 

For more information or to donate  
to the fellowship, contact 

 

Fred Kuch:  
kuch@unlv.nevada.edu 

 

or 
 

Aaron Richmond:  
arichmo3@msudenver.edu. 
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