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As new co-editors for Educational Research: Theory and Practice, we want to begin this 
issue by acknowledging the incredible work of Dr. Christopher Was, former Editor-in-
Chief for the journal. Dr. Was has transitioned with us, guiding us, sharing his system 
for journal submissions, reviews, and final proofs for publication. Without his expert 
guidance, the transition would have been much more challenging. We are so grateful for 
his months of meetings with us, always with good humor and patience, as we learned 
the ropes. Heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Was! 
 
This issue of Educational Research: Theory and Practice showcases the research that 
our community has been engaged in. Scholars explore university students’ experiences 
in higher education, mental health challenges of university students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, and teacher education students enrolled in online Professional 
Learning Communities. Another article addresses the interprofessional challenges that 
future clinicians face, while yet another examines the role of hope as a motivational tool 
for 5th-grade students. Two of the contributions examine equity concerns among 
practicing and prospective teachers, and one paper addresses the Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusivity challenges across Research 1 universities in the current climate. Also in this 
issue, please find a rebuttal article, in which the authors articulate their work related to 
an educator survey.  
 
We wish to extend our thanks to the readership and to the reviewers of Educational 
Research: Theory and Practice. It is indeed an honor to serve as co-editors; we find this 
work engaging and enlightening, and are humbled to serve in this role. 
 
Dr. William Cain and Dr. Leslie Grant 


